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IJ.S. Divided 
On Pard ons 
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Princeton pj. - Public opinion in closely divldecl 


pardons should be ecranted John N. Mitchell 


Wa^diaijeaih'orwhom 

thG r’GCBnt WatBP.^at© covBr"— up trial . 


on whether 
Haldernan, 
was found 


(Boto) Haldernan, John D. Ehr-| 
lichima’iilspd /Robert C. J^jlar- 
digp, each of whom was found 
gt^ty in the rOcent Watergate 
coter-up trial. 

:;Jn the latest hationwide 
survey, 43 per cent thought 
these men should be pardoned, 
while 44 per cent opposed, such 
aojppn. Another 13 per cent 
qih^ified their views or did 
not ‘express an opinion. 

'.Jk substantial majority of 
persons interviewed (73 per 
coritj thought the defendants 
received a fair trial. In addi- 
tion, almost the same percent- 
age (70 per cent) agreed with 
tlMquilty verdicts. 

'Since it appears unlikely at 
tl^; time that the defendants 
wiii receive pardons, all survey 
respondents were asked what 
sentence they think should be 
imposed upon those men. 

About a third of all persons 
interviewed favored a jail sen- 
tence (34 per cent),, while 30 
per cent said they should only 
be fined. B^ifteen per cent would 
impose both a jail sentence 
and a fine. Another 4 per cent 
said the four should receive 
neither a jail sentence or a 
fine. About o-ne in six (17 per 
cent) did not express an opin- 
ion or qualified the response. 

Charges against five defen- 
dants in ‘the Watergate cover- 
■up trial stemn^d from the 
investigation of the break-in at 
Democratic National Headquar- 
ters at the Watergate complex 
ih June, 1972, After deliberating 
for three days, the jury found: 

• Former Attorney General 
Mitchell and former White 
House chief of staff Haldernan 
each guilty o-f conspiracy, 
obstruction of justice and three 
counts of perjury. 

• Former White House dom- 
estic affairs adviser Ehrlichman 
guilty of conspiracy, obstruc- 
tion. of justice and two counts 
of perjury. . 

Former Assistant Attorney 
General Mardian guilty of con- 
spiracy. 

rae fifth defendant, Ken-* 
tieth ^ Wells Parkinson, not 
guilty. Parkinson was hired by 
the committee for the re-elec- 


tion of the President after the 
4reak-in; ^ 

!§AThe defendants remain free 
personal bond until they 
are sentenced by U.S. District 
Court Judge John J. Sirica. 
The laws they ^dolated carr^^ 
total maximium penalties that, 
theoretically, could mean im- 


prisonment for as long as 25 
years, in the cases of Haldernan 
•ahd Mitchell. ^ 

j Here are the questions asked: 
Ik Some people say that because 
f ormer President Richard Nix-^ 
ok was pardoned, other Water- 
gate figures should also be 
pardoned. How do you feel 
abcmt this — Do you thiyk the 
qthers should receive, pardons, 
not? . 

iVes, shoulcf 

iNo, should not 44 

;No opinion/Qualified 13 

" Do you think these men 
Received a fair trial, or not? 

kes -73% 

4vlo opirriorr ^2 

As you may knom, four of 
me five defendants in the 
"^atergate cover-up trial, inctud- 
mg Mitchell, Haldernan, \^c^d 
Ehrlichman, loere found guilty. 
Just from what you have heard 
d(r read, do you agree or dis- 
agree with these guilty verdicts? 

Iftgree 70% 

'Disagree 14 

i^Jo opinion/Qualified 16 

P What sentence do you think 
^ould be imposed upon those 
'i^ho were convicted — mould you 
^ntence them to jail, or would 
^u fine them? 


4Jail 34% 

jFi<ne 30 

ftrjjlfher . 0 

Dther “?,5 

■No opinion ’^2 

I These findings are based upon 
felephone interviews from Jan. 
JS045 with 1,038 adults in more 
100 scientifically selected 
litealities across the nation. 

jl’rom staif reports and .news dispatches 

. . r 


